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deltaschitetiora m’mmu struttora nel sug me practical =

rehitecture alweys identifies with the father who created
it. Menners, models and professional hamifity are the
clues wlich give a work that imperceprible form, ideden
in stone, whiclt embodies the spurit of #s content, Archi-
tecture, real architeciure, seens fo carry within it the character and
lrveding of its destgner:

This i the case with te Monfalcore Shopptng Mall, knaun as the
“Hemisphere™ (Emisferc) designed by Gabbiani & Associali fram
Vicemza. The firm, which has been in business stnce 1989, i mon by
Brno Gabbiand, his danghter Marcella and Sergto Penizza; @ sort
of professional tradition fn e, congtricted arownd high stiandards
of professional expertise. The project theme is linked with Monfal-
coure cinel eovers an areq of approximetely GO0 square metres in
the city subtubs, af the crossroads befuven the highweys o Gorizia,
Veenice and Trieste, Given its favourable location, the weall i within
20 minutes” distance of about 250.000 potential shoppers, witich,
beering i mird thal it is a shopping mall, lends fo transform # into
a real subtrban square, a focus of ade and tformation

So it g immediately wonl noling that it appears to be a far e

[roni te non-places referved to by the anthropologist Mare Augé.
Inside the corvidors, flanked by 30 shops and designed n a space
with a delfcate sense of ergonomics, visitors are greeted by soamiless
nerturresd fipdnt el @ perletie of textiires creating a seiting in which the
febeniity of the people freqrenting i & mever kst Visitors almast seen
to be suspended in midatr, detached from boil the past and fidire,
they are fuvaded by the very instant i tehich they are enveloped as
they vtsit e mall, carefilly in nune with the pereepinal process. This
courditton fs generated by the unustal structires of the building,
witose archetype fies in the idea of limbo, The olyects are like shad-
oies which, while not speaking fo each other, create d compromise
between the shopper and olject on safe. The onfooker lives in o state
clomrriviated By memory, which is filtered Shrough the architectural
narrmeative undil the need for germeraling new desires is satisfied.

This is the mysterious action of the calmness architechire gener-
afes when f i designed to make us forge everything. in order fo
civoied the risk of satwration. This also enverges from the architectiral
bayouit, which almust looks ke a fortress; it creates a destre to infer-
det wiith its sefting, with the city of Monfulcone which carries within
il as part of s growth process, uraris left by the First World War
arned the rebellfon against variows forvign invaders from Aguileia,
Fromce and Ausiriar. Being af the mouth of the River Timaro makes
i fook-out poini toweards the East but, st sigificantly, bs fndus-
triad prodiction has been injected with frest life by the Casulich
Seamiily's lristarical ship-bieilding yards. So frere is the “Henisphere”,
a Soppiivg Mall designed to express a will fo power just where the
economic, political and refigious forces are sirongest: (e, the forees
Lenerated by technalogy.

st ais it seemed et first sght, the buiicling cleary evobes the fecl-
niedogy of watire by embraciing fgii, as i desine fo express strengih
represensts e techmology of the “soud™ fis will to power sels the mar-
ket trenel, becense £ & destgned with a covefied sar for all these polces
claiming its inviatabilite the tuices of the cultral tradition of arclii-
tectiiral design. Brino Gabbiani in conjunction Marcella Gabbiani
and Serglo Pemizzo have erected this “tmvelcome guest” (riz. the
plilasepley of contemporary design), 1o show that what went before
toais @ big mistake, and this new building successfilly represenis
modern-day plitiosophy in Hhe broadest sense. A stravge thing about
thg modern-day philosoply scene i that, while f focuses strongly an
the philosapyy of mind, it soents o fgnone the plrifesophy of architec-
trre, matter and piysics. The Cabbtani firm's project meakes us thik
about the philosophy of human nature, adapled fo our actial
senorfeddge of the world in which we lie.

Mario Antonio Amaboldi
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Il progetto ha volute distribuzione i'llg:}uuhn‘n hrmmﬁﬂwu
rendere piacevale il lanimotr making wandering shoppers

M’E. I_mliwwu onll iy eoversd me,m
lnd-ll:lim attento  utenti, in una st ] ml'u‘s':gnﬂ-‘ﬂ Wzﬂmﬂ'll
della lusce naturale, pluttosto eslesa, careful use of antwral  fo 8 miniman,
Il calore del matedali,  riducenado al minkng light, warm materials
la variata delle forme la segnalatica and @ variely of forms
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